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admission* But the opportunity did not seem to be
appreciated, and the imposing-looking London Opera
House, which had been especially constructed for the
purpose, was finally sub-let or sold for other less ambitious
undertakings* Therefore, the Englishman's serious out-
look upon life is his bulwark against the contamination
of his morals* On the other hand, this same solemnity
handicaps him in the cultivation of a taste for music*

Many a foreign observer remarks that the difference
between a Chinese play and a foreign play is the fact
that the former can be played for one, two, three, or even
four days at a stretch* This may be explained by the
fact that a long Chinese play is generally staged after a
historic novel j so when a foreigner witnesses the same
play on the second, third, or even the fourth day, it is
merely a continuation of a complete novel* A foreign
play, however, admits of no continuation after one per-
formance, and even an historical novel must be condensed
into the space of three hours*

On the other hand, some of the English plays, especially
musical comedies, are even more wonderful than the so-
called long Chinese dramas* For such popular plays as
" The Quaker Girl/' " The Chocolate Soldier/* etc*,
enjoy a continuous run of at least twelve months, while
the life of "The Dollar Princess ** or "The Merry Widow"
extends even to two or three years! If the continuation
of a Chinese play for a few successive nights is strange,
what do we say when the same musical comedy is played
to a crowded house, night after night, for two or three
years, without any interruption or even material change
of plot ? The Englishman may not be quite in love with